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§ 73.670 Commercial limits in chil-
dren’s programs.

No commercial television broadcast
station licensee shall air more than
10.5 minutes of commercial matter per
hour during children’s programming on
weekends, or more than 12 minutes of
commercial matter per hour on week-
days.

NOTE 1: Commerical matter means air time
sold for purposes of selling a product or serv-
ice.

NOTE 2: For purposes of this section, chil-
dren’s programming refers to programs origi-
nally produced and broadcast primarily for
an audience of children 12 years old and
younger.

[56 FR 19616, Apr. 29, 1991; 56 FR 28825, June
25, 1991]

§ 73.671 Educational and informational
programming for children.

(a) Each commercial and non-
commercial educational television
broadcast station licensee has an obli-
gation to serve, over the term of its li-
cense, the educational and informa-
tional needs of children through both
the licensee’s overall programming and
programming specifically designed to
serve such needs.

(b) Any special nonbroadcast efforts
which enhance the value of children’s
educational and informational tele-
vision programming, and any special
effort to produce or support edu-
cational and informational television
programming by another station in the
licensee’s marketplace, may also con-
tribute to meeting the licensee’s obli-
gation to serve, over the term of its li-
cense, the educational and informa-
tional needs of children.

(c) For purposes of this section, edu-
cational and informational television
programming is any television pro-
gramming that furthers the edu-
cational and informational needs of
children 16 years of age and under in
any respect, including the child’s intel-
lectual/cognitive or social/emotional
needs. Programming specifically de-
signed to serve the educational and in-
formational needs of children (‘‘Core
Programming’’) is educational and in-
formational programming that satis-
fies the following additional criteria:

(1) It has serving the educational and
informational needs of children ages 16
and under as a significant purpose;

(2) It is aired between the hours of
7:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m.;

(3) It is a regularly scheduled weekly
program;

(4) It is at least 30 minutes in length;
(5) The educational and informa-

tional objective and the target child
audience are specified in writing in the
licensee’s Children’s Television Pro-
gramming Report, as described in
§ 73.3526(a)(8)(iii); and

(6) Instructions for listing the pro-
gram as educational/informational, in-
cluding an indication of the age group
for which the program is intended, are
provided by the licensee to publishers
of program guides, as described in
§ 73.673(b).

NOTE 1 TO § 73.671: For purposes of deter-
mining under this section whether program-
ming has a significant purpose of serving the
educational and informational needs of chil-
dren, the Commission will ordinarily rely on
the good faith judgments of the licensee.
Commission review of compliance with that
element of the definition will be done only as
a last resort.

NOTE 2 TO § 73.671: The Commission will use
the following processing guideline in assess-
ing whether a television broadcast licensee
has complied with the Children’s Television
Act of 1990 (‘‘CTA’’). A licensee that has
aired at least three hours per week of Core
Programming (as defined in paragraph (c) of
this section and as averaged over a six
month period) will be deemed to have satis-
fied its obligation to air such programming
and shall have the CTA portion of its license
renewal application approved by the Com-
mission staff. A licensee will also be deemed
to have satisfied this obligation and be eligi-
ble for such staff approval if the licensee
demonstrates that it has aired a package of
different types of educational and informa-
tional programming that, while containing
somewhat less than three hours per week of
Core Programming, demonstrates a level of
commitment to educating and informing
children that is at least equivalent to airing
three hours per week of Core Programming.
In this regard, specials, PSAs, short-form
programs, and regularly scheduled non-week-
ly programs with a significant purpose of
educating and informing children can count
toward the three hour per week processing
guideline. Licensees that do not meet these
processing guidelines will be referred to the
Commission, where they will have full oppor-
tunity to demonstrate compliance with the
CTA (e.g., by relying in part on sponsorship
of core educational/informational programs
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on other stations in the market that in-
creases the amount of core educational and
informational programming on the station
airing the sponsored program and/or on spe-
cial nonbroadcast efforts which enhance the
value of children’s educational and informa-
tional television programming).

[56 FR 19616, Apr. 29, 1991. Redesignated at 56
FR 28825, June 25, 1991, as amended at 61 FR
43997, Aug. 27, 1996]

§ 73.672 [Reserved]

§ 73.673 Public information initiatives
regarding educational and informa-
tional programming for children.

(a) Each commercial television
broadcast licensee shall identify pro-
grams specifically designed to educate
and inform children at the beginning of
the program, in a form that is in the
discretion of the licensee.

(b) Each commercial television
broadcast station licensee shall provide
information identifying programming
specifically designed to educate and in-
form children to publishers of program
guides. Such information shall include
an indication of the age group for
which the program is intended.

[61 FR 43998, Aug. 27, 1996]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 61 FR 43998, Aug.
27, 1996, § 73.673 was added, effective either
Jan. 2, 1997 or after approval has been given
by the Office of Management and Budget,
whichever comes later.

§ 73.681 Definitions.
Amplitude modulation (AM). A system

of modulation in which the envelope of
the transmitted wave contains a com-
ponent similar to the wave form of the
signal to be transmitted.

Antenna electrical beam tilt. The shap-
ing of the radiation pattern in the
vertical plane of a transmitting an-
tenna by electrical means so that max-
imum radiation occurs at an angle
below the horizontal plane.

Antenna height above average terrain.
The average of the antenna heights
above the terrain from approximately
3.2 (2 miles) to 16.1 kilometers (10
miles) from the antenna for the eight
directions spaced evenly for each 45 de-
grees of azimuth starting with True
North. (In general, a different antenna
height will be determined in each di-
rection from the antenna. The average

of these various heights is considered
the antenna height above the average
terrain. In some cases less than 8 direc-
tions may be used. See § 73.684(d)).
Where circular or elliptical polariza-
tion is employed, the antenna height
above average terrain shall be based
upon the height of the radiation center
of the antenna which transmits the
horizontal component of radiation.

Antenna mechanical beam tilt. The in-
tentional installation of a transmitting
antenna so that its axis is not vertical,
in order to change the normal angle of
maximum radiation in the vertical
plane.

Antenna power gain. The square of the
ratio of the root-mean-square free
space field strength produced at 1 kilo-
meter in the horizontal plane, in
millivolts per meter for one kW an-
tenna input power to 221.4 mV/m. This
ratio should be expressed in decibels
(dB). (If specified for a particular direc-
tion, antenna power gain is based on
the field strength in that direction
only.)

Aspect ratio. The ratio of picture
width to picture height as transmitted.

Aural center frequency. (1) The aver-
age frequency of the emitted wave
when modulated by a sinusoidal signal;
(2) the frequency of the emitted wave
without modulation.

Aural transmitter. The radio equip-
ment for the transmission of the aural
signal only.

Auxiliary facility. An auxiliary facil-
ity is an antenna separate a from the
main facility’s antenna, permanently
installed on the same tower or at a dif-
ferent location, from which a station
may broadcast for short periods with-
out prior Commission authorization or
notice to the Commission while the
main facility is not in operation (e.g.,
where tower work necessitates turning
off the main antenna or where light-
ning has caused damage to the main
antenna or transmission system) (See
§ 73.1675).

BTSC. Broadcast Television systems
committee recommendation for multi-
channel television sound transmission
and audio processing as defined in FCC
Bulletin OET 60.

Baseband. Aural transmitter input
signals between 0 and 120 kHz.
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